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REMARKS 

Entry of the present Response and withdrawal of the rejections set forth in the 
outstanding Final Office Action mailed January 24, 2007, in view of the remarks noted 
below and the RCE filed concurrently herewith, is respectfully requested. In the present 
application, claims 15—20 are canceled without prejudice or disclaimer, and claim 1 is 
amended by the present amendment. Accordingly, claims 1—14 are pending and 
under consideration. 

Summary of the Outstanding Office Action 

In the outstanding Office Action, claims 15-20 were withdrawn from 
consideration; and claims 1, 3, 7, 9 and 14 were rejected under 35 USC § 102(b) in 
view of US Pat. No. 4,951,388 to EGUCHI (herein "EGUCHI"). Claims 2, 4—6, 8 and 
10—13 were objected to for depending from rejected base claims, but were indicated 
as reciting allowable subject matter. 

Telephone Interview 

As an initial matter, Applicant thanks the Examiner for extending the courtesy of 
a telephone interview to Applicant's representative on April 9, 2007. During the 
interview, the deficiencies of the applied art to EGUCHI were discussed. Agreement 
was not reached, as update search and consideration are possible. However, as 
acknowledged in the Interview Summary Report of April 16, 2007, it was generally 
understood that proposed amended independent claim 1 overcomes EGUCHI. 
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Amended Independent Claim 1 

In view of the discussion, independent claim 1 is presently amended in 
accordance with the amendments proposed during the interview. As a non-limiting 
example, amended independent claim 1 recites, inter alia, "all of the end-effectors are 
distributed in one stationary common circle around said one stationary common axis," in 
which "each of said end-effectors revolves independently along the one stationary 
common circle in sequential order in a periodic motion by the action of said servo 
drives." Support for the amendments to claim 1 is found in the originally filed disclosure 
at least in Fig. 1 and in the Specification at page 9, lines 2—21, and it is believed no 
new matter is added. Moreover, it is respectfully submitted EGUCHI does not teach or 
suggest, either alone or in combination, the features recited in amended independent 
claim 1 . 

Therefore, it is respectfully submitted that amended independent claim 1, and 
each of claims 2—14 depending therefrom, patentably distinguish over EGUCHI; and it 
is respectfully requested the rejections in view of EGUCHI be withdrawn. 

Acceptance of the Drawings 

With regard to the Drawings, the Applicant respectfully requests that the 
Examiner indicate acceptance of the Drawings by marking boxes (10) and (10)(a) in the 
Summary of the next Office communication. 
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IDS 



In addition, the Applicant notes that a new IDS is submitted electronically on a 
Form PTO/SB/08a concurrently with this Response and RCE, and respectfully requests 
that the Examiner acknowledge consideration of the references cited in the new IDS by 
initialing and signing a copy of the Form PTO/SB/08a and returning the signed and 
initialed Form to the Applicant with the next Office communication. 

Conclusion 

Accordingly, it is respectfully submitted this application is now in condition for 
allowance, and an early and favorable action to that effect is earnestly solicited. If there 
should be any questions or comments regarding the present Response, the Examiner is 
respectfully requested to contact Applicant's representatives at the below-listed 
telephone number. 



The Rafferty Patent Law Firm 

5641 Burke Centre PKWY, Suite 100 
BURKE, VA 22015-2259 

Tel.: (703)250-3091 

Fax: (626) 549-2008 
mail@raffertyfirm.com 



Respectfully submitted, 




Ryaji Raffefly 
Reg. No. 55,556 



April 24, 2007 
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